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May Head-Lines:  
Sharing the message and mission of Jesus 

By Rev. Keith L. Head (keith@gracesherman.org) 
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�� his quote by Bridget Willard energizes me 
as I consider the challenge of Jesus at his 
ascension: “Go therefore and make disci-

ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20  
 If that’s not a challenge to CHANGE THE 
WORLD, I don’t know what is... 
 When I consider the enormity of that task, I re-
call an animated TV series a decade ago called 
Pinky and the Brain. It  was about two genetically 
enhanced laboratory rats and their adventures try-
ing to take over the world. One rat was too smart 
(Brain) and the other not so smart (Pinky). The epi-
sodes always ended with some form of this dia-
logue: Pinky: “What are we going to do tomor-
row?” Brain: “The same thing we do every day, 
Pinky — try to take over the world!” 
 Well, world domination is not what the Matthew 
28 version of “change the world” is all about. How-
ever, world reconciliat ion is definitely part of the 
plan, one changed life at a t ime.  
 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.” John 3:17 
 Our task is to live out that message of Jesus in 
mission as the “human outworking of the person of 
Jesus Christ,” the Church. Last fall we took on the 
challenge of Congregational Transformation. Over 
the months since then, that consultative process 
with our “coach,” Rev. Don Nations, has kicked 
into high gear. Our steps toward transformation 
may seem small, but they are adding up. Here are 
some accomplishments so far: 
�� Implemented a "blended" worship experience at 

our 11:00 a.m. service and trained new sound-
board and media volunteers. 

�� Improved our guest hospitality with outdoor tree 
trimming, painting the building trim and entrance 
remodeling, cleanup, landscaping, indoor signage 
and an updated Information Center. 

�� Officially launched a major update on our Web 
site, http://www.gracesherman.org. 

�� Held a luncheon for our new members. 
�� Sent out an "email blast" the week before Easter 

to about 3,000 people and had a very good re-
sponse rate of 6.75 percent. 

�� Now using Sunday morning parking lot Greeters. 

�� Moved Sunday morning "coffee" to new area for 
improved fellowship. 

�� Put together over 400 kits for emergency use in 
the Hait i earthquake. 

�� Made several requests to Don via email and re-
ceived guidance on such issues as worship, Web 
site and marketing. 

 Upcoming events in our transformation jour-
ney continues our emphasis on missions. In May 
we will be working on the “Imagine No Malaria” 
project and hear Kenyan Wilson Marimi share his 
story about growing up in Africa and dealing with 
malaria in the May 16 worship services. We will 
celebrate our Confirmation Class 2010 on Pente-
cost Sunday, May 23. We will part icipate in the 
Relay for Life event in support of those who strug-
gle with cancer. May also brings our District Con-
ference, 3:00 p.m., Sunday, May 16, at Lakeway 
UMC where we will hear more about the proposed 
new Strategic Plan for the North Texas Conference. 
We will celebrate graduations on Senior Sunday, 
May 30, and wrap up the 2009-2010 DISCIPLE 
Bible Study classes with a presentation of cert ifi-
cates on Sunday, June 6. Our Grace Softball Team 
will offer a lot of fun and fellowship in three dou-
bleheaders. Pastor Chris Everson takes a journey of 
a lifet ime when he makes a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land from May 10 through 24.  
 Whew, what a busy month! 
 Also, our Administrative Council meets at 
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 25, to finalize our first 
big event in the Transformation process called 
“Congregational DNA Formation: Discerning Val-
ues, Beliefs, Vision and Mission in the Church.” 
We hope every member will come to this main 
event on June 13 and/or part icipate in a small 
group meeting in June or July. Our ult imate goal 
later in the fall is to put together a new Mission 
Statement for Grace UMC using the wisdom of the 
whole congregation as the Holy Spirit  guides us. 
So, please make plans now for the Sunday, June 
13, event that includes a congregational kick-off 
gathering after the second service to begin the 
DNA formation process. On August 18, a Special 
Administrative Council meeting will put together a 
report that will go to the congregation for affirma-
tion on Sunday, August 29. 
 

 So, my Grace UMC friends, what are we go-
ing to do tomorrow? The same thing we do 
every day, try to CHANGE THE WORLD!  



Prayers of healing and comfort for:  
Nancy Burtner  (Becky Burtner’s mother) ongoing health issues 
Anice Byler recovering from foot surgery for three months 
Margie Fulenchek  (Andrea’s mother-in-law) heart problems 
Susie Guest  (Becky Burtner’s cousin) breast cancer has  
 metastasized to her lung, she is also the primary  
 caregiver for Lou Snell 
Mary Jane Hathaway (Becky Burtner’s si ster) diagnosed with 

atrial fibrillation 
Rodney Kimbrell  (Vickie Starner’s nephew) pancreatitis 
Baerbel Liedtke  (friend of Priscilla Bowers) recovering from  
 surgery 
Clay Mann  (Vickie Starner’s cousin) recovering from broken leg 
Jody Marshall  (friend of Pinions) dealing with stomach cancer 
Jack & Jean Mohler  (Sandi Smith’s Parents) dealing with  
 the challenges of aging 
George Segrest  recovering from dehydration 
Lou Snell (Becky Burtner’s aunt) dealing with bladder cancer  
Linda Taylor (Jim Williams’ sister) continuing health issues 
Richard Williams (Becky McClellan’s father) dealing with throat 

tumor and other health issues 
Lee Yeager recovering from surgery 

Ongoing prayers for those dealing w ith cancer:  
Adrian Andrews (Jack Wakin’s nephew)  
Billy Bradshaw  (Nana Rylander’s friend)  
Mack Estes (friend of Bylers) awaiting bone marrow transplant 
Joy Ferguson  (friend of many Grace members)  
Ricky James (Rick & Shelli James’ son)  
Lee Luchenbill (Frank Holcomb’s sister)  
Bruce McElroy (Gene & Dot McElroy’s son)  
Gloria Parker (Kerrie Thompson’s mother)  
Derik Pressley (Debbie Patterson’s friend)  
Walker Rainey (Missy & Chad Rainey’s son)  
Jan Rhea (friend of Virginia & Jerry Bovee) 
Caitlin Schemmel (Pinion’s great-niece)  
Linda White (Mike Catellier’s mother)   

Other ongoing prayers:  
Dick Donley who is dealing with health issues 
Dan & Martha Fisk  (Lacy’s grandparents) health issues. 
Dav id Stevenson who is having health concerns 

Prayers of protection and safety for:  
Armed forces throughout the world , and especially for all  
 our church family members who are deployed 
Jim Eversole  who is working in Iraq 
Kev in Kurovski (Woodworth’s nephew) who is in Afghanistan 
Prayers for healthy pregnancies :  
Allee Crouse (daughter of Lesa Smith), Crystal May,  
 Amy Van Berkum  (daughter of Beth Cunningham)  
 and Desiree West 

Prayers for celebration for:  
The marriage of Daniel & Ashley (Giles) Mischkot  on April 24, 

in Denison 
Prayers of sympathy for:  
The family of Brenda Perry  (Margaret Kloppers’ sister-in-law)  
  
If there is an emergency, please call one of the pastors 
on their cell phones: Rev. Keith L. Head at 903-267 -9090  
or Rev. Chris Everson at 903-647-5888. 

Upholding our church by our ... 

April  4, 2010 (Easter) April  11, 2010 
 Worship······················368                Worship···························165 
 7:00 am·····················62   8:30 am··························84 
 8:30 am···················158                11:00 am························81 
 11:00 am ………..148                 Sunday School ············83 
 Sunday School···········26   
 

April  18, 2010    April  25, 2010 
 Worship······················176               Worship···························169 
 8:30 am·····················76               8:30 am··························89
 11:00 am·················100  11:00 am························80
 Sunday School·····104  Sunday School············95  
                                         

 

Attention Sunday School Teachers: Please complete  
your attendance sheets each week for your class. 

April  Operating  Year-to-Date Operating 
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LEAP OF FAITH  Campaign Pledges . . . . . . . $135,696 
Monies Received Toward Pledges . . . . . . . .$127,260 

OUR SERVICE THANKS TO… 
...The donations  of the benches, potted plants, mulch 
 and landscape timbers. 
...Pamela Rylander and Ron Woodworth for all the 
 hard work, time and commitment to the landscaping 
 of the church! 
...Gary Witt  for working on the lights in the church! 
...Super Seniors for the folding & stuffing of the bulletins. 
...ALL the behind the scenes Grace Angels! 

��������	���
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 Have you visited the Grace Library lately? We have 
Bibles, reference books, Bible study materials, fiction, 
Christian books by many well known authors, DVDs, VHS 
tapes, audio tapes, CDs, children’s books, teen books, 
UMW Reading Program books and Stephen Ministry 
books. All you have to do is sign the book out and later 
sign it back in. There is no time limit. Available in the li-
brary is a newsletter written by Vickie Starner called 
“Inspiration Station” with book review, poems, prayers 
and comments. Christian book donations are always wel-
come. Contact Vickie Starner at 903-463-4589 or email: 
vickieanddarrell@att.net.  
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May is flowering beautifully, and our Live B.I.G. Sunday 
 School teaches us that All People Can Serve God!   
 Our weekly topics are as follows: 
  May 2 - Jeremiah 
  May 9 - Timothy 
  May 16 - Mary and Martha 
  May 23 - Pentecost 
  May 30 - Spiritual Gifts 
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Cindy Weaver, Marianna Perkins, Mike and Kelli Goolsby 
 and Casey Baker for providing snack suppers for 
 Faithweaver’s Bible Study and Confirmation Class! 
Cindy Weaver and Shirley Miller for their hard work on the  
 “Walk Through Holy Week.” 
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5-10 Austin Everett 
5-19 Kristopher Black 
5-20 Shelby Smith 
5-20 Wyatt Eisenbarth 

Palm Sunday Palm Parade 

Walk Through Holy Week 

Walk through Holy Week and Egg Hunt 

Children scurry to collect the eggs during the annual Easter 
Egg Hunt at Grace UMC. Children collected over a  
thousand eggs stuffed with candy, stickers, tattoos or toys.  
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   Confirmation Sunday will be during the 11:00 Service 
on May 23, when our confirmands will join Grace UMC. 
   Vacation Bible School  this year is “Galactic Blast” 
and will be held July 11-15, with VBS Sunday on July 18. 
Kerry Pinion Smith is directing, so contact her to volunteer 
to help!  
    Camp Bridgeport will be August 9 -13. This  
children’s camp is for children who have completed  
3rd - 5th grades.  Contact Marianna for more information. 
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�Worship:       8:30 a.m. Traditional 
              11:00 a.m. Blended  
 Sunday School:  9:50 - 10:50 a.m.  
 UMYF  Sundays  5 - 7 p.m.* 
 *Unless otherw ise noted on the calendar 
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We are studying the Five Practices of a 
Fruitful Youth Ministry. Come join us as w e talk about 
youth ministry at Grace and how  we can be Radical in 
in our Hospitality, Extravagant in our  
Generosity, Passionate in Worship, intentional Faith 
Development and participate in Risk-Taking Mission! 
See you on Wednesday! Bible Study ends May 26. 
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 I love summers in youth ministry! We are excited 
to receive our confirmation class to be a part of our  
ministry. We have great trips planned that take us out 
of the church to do mission in the w orld and a chance 
to grow  and build relationships w ith one another.  
Together w e w ill seek to become faithful  
disciples of Jesus Christ. I turn to Isaiah w ho said, 
“See, I am doing a new  thing! Now  it springs up; do 
you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)  
 

 Each summer w e do ‘new  things’ as w e grow  in 
our faith. Beginning June 9, w e will begin a Youth 
Planning Council. If  you w ould like to help in the  
planning of UMYF, mission trips and fun activities,  
this is your chance. I am looking for one or tw o people 
from each grade level to come meet w ith me to help  
with planning. 
 

 I am so thankful to be a part of Grace UMC and to 
be in ministry w ith all of you.  Have a safe summer ! 
 

    Be God’s,  
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June 17 - 20        Jr. High Mystery Ramble 
July 18 - 24          Sr. High UM A RMY Mission Trip 
August 13 - 15     Weekend of Grace 2010 
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Join us on     Join your Grace family at Relay for Life 
at                   at the Denison High School Track. This 
is a great fundraiser for the American Cancer Society 
that Grace UMC has been involved in for a long time.  
For more information see our team leader Patrick 
Yeager at 903-891-4623. 
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It is time to celebrate the beginning of 
summer ! We w ill have our f irst major 
blast on May 30 on Nana Rylander’s 
property.  She has paddle boats and canoes. Bring 
your f ishing poles for an afternoon of fun!  Our new  
7th grade class w ill join us, so come and make them 
feel w elcome to GUMY ! 
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We are proud of your hard w ork and 
will be lif ting you up in prayer as you 
prepare to head off to college in the 

fall. Congrats to: 
Deborah Fessenden, Laura Fraizer, Ashley Frost, 
Keith Gilvar, Ashley Miller, Ben Pressley, Sean Sutter 
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1st ...............Dalton Brown 
2nd.............. Connie Baker 
5th........ Dianna Burkhalter 
8th................. Rich Frazier 
....................... Angie Frost 
9th.................... Peggy Fry 
14th...............John Bullard 
15th................ Pam Morris 
17th.................Mike Jones 
..................... Terri Helmer 

20th ...... Elizabeth Redman 
.......Kelley Gundersheimer 
21st..........Matthew Frazier 
23rd..............Beth Hubbert 
26th .............. T im Everson 
28th ............... Vicki Busby 
................. David Mathews 
30th ............Luke Johnston 
31st.......... Julie McCasland 
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   The next men’s breakfast w ill start at      
   8:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 5 .  
   All men are invited. 
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      Mark your calendars for: Friday, May 14, starting 
at 6:00 p.m. and ending on Saturday, May 15, at 7:00 
a.m., at the Denison High School track. 

Ways you can participate:  
�� Register as a survivor to be honored. 

�� Make a donation and support one of the teams. 
�� Purchase a luminaria decorated w ith the names 

of cancer survivors or those lost to cancer. 
�� Purchase a Relay for Life “sun or moon” to 

honor those people. 
 Contact Patr ick Yeager, 903-891-4623 or Sue 
Frazier,  903-813-0170, if  you have questions. 
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     Grace Women’s Retreat is set for September  
24-25 at the Prothro Center at Lake Texoma. Cost is 
$70 for three meals and overnight lodging. Our room 
will be in the main lodge this year. Don’t miss this  
opportunity for great fun, fellow ship and spiritual 
‘food!’ If  you w ould like to help plan the retreat, please 
contact Vicki Busby, 903-345-5639 or email: 
vsportgirl@busbysweb.com. 
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for Sunday, May 23        Suggested items:  

macaroni & cheese, jello, noodles,  
bar soap, toilet paper and jelly. 
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Legal Clinic w ill be at 6:00 p.m. on May 6.  
The Coffee Pot Sunday School Class  
will help w ith the meal. 
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 The Grace UMC Mission Board is pulling together 
a Team for an October trip to the UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) Sager Brow n Depot, 
the headquarters for UMCOR's relief supply opera-
tions. Approximately $4 million in supplies are shipped 
each year from the Baldw in campus off of highw ay 90 
in southern Louisiana. More than 2,000 volunteers 
come through Sager Brow n annually to make these 
shipments happen. Locally, UMCOR Sager Brow n 
reaches out to the Baldw in community through a 
housing rehabilitat ion and food distribution, engaging 
volunteers in projects that help families and elderly. 
 The Grace UMC Mission Trip to Sager Brow n is 
scheduled for Sunday, October 10, through Friday, 
October 15, 2010. The Mission Team w ill leave on 
Sunday morning and return on Friday. The cost is 
$100 for lodging, $85 for meals, and a $20 registration 
fee for a total of $205 per person. The deadline for 
signing up is August 15. All money and registration 
forms are due at that time also. If  anyone w ishes to 
take an RV they are w elcome to do so, how ever the 
RV hookup fee is the same as the lodging fee, 
$100. Lee Yeager, Mission Board chair, w ill have reg-
istration packets available beginning Sunday, May 2. 
For more information, please contact Lee Yeager or 
Vickie Starner. 
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 The Quilter’s Corner wil l meet at 1:30 p.m. on May 2 in 
the Community Room. If you would like to make coast-
ers...bring two coordinating fabrics (2 fat quarters for 4 
coasters, or 2 half yard cuts for 8 coasters). Batting will be 
furnished. Bring your sewing machines, thread, pins and all 
you will need to operate your machine. If you don't want to 
bring your machines...just bring the fabric and pins. You 
can take them home to sew them later. In June we will not 
be having our regularly scheduled meeting, but wil l have an 
All Day Sew-In on June 12 from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
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    The Grace UMW w ill meet the last time until Sep-
tember at 6:00 p.m., Thursday, May 13, at the home 
of Joan Douglass. Joan says to come early and enjoy 
the heated pool! Please bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Vickie Starner w ill present a book review  on 
“Walking the Choctaw  Road.” Please remember to 
bring your items for the Housing Authority Community 
Store: paper tow els, toilet tissue, dishw ashing liquid. 
For info contact Virginia Boveeat 903-815-8548. 
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           Imagine No Malaria 
http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/ 
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Grace United Methodist Church 
2800 Canyon Creek Sherman, TX  75092 
Phone 903-892-3681    Fax 903-892-8254 

Scheduled Sunday Worship Times:  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School for all ages:  9:50 a.m. 

SUNDAYS IN MAY:  

������������  ������ � ���! �
 In spite of concussions, damaged ligaments 
and pulled muscles, our Grace UMC Co-ed 
Church Softball Team is batting 500 with two 
wins and two losses! Come and cheer our team 
to victory at Fairview Park at these doublehead-
ers on three Friday evenings in May: 
  May 7 — 8:00, Forest Avenue Baptist 
 and 9:00 p.m., Calvary 
  May 14 — 7:00, First Baptist Gunter 
  and 9:00 p.m., Calvary 
  May 21 — 7:00, Sherman Church of Nazarene  
 and 8:00, Sherman Church of Nazarene 
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May 2 - Holy Communion  
 Acts 11:1-18 “In the Third Place”  
 

May 9 - Mother’s Day   
 Acts 16:9-15 “One Step at a Time”  
 

May 16 - Guest Speaker: Wilson Marimi 
 Acts 1:1-11 “New Wineskins”  
 Our featured speaker w ill be Wilson Marimi, 
originally from Kenya and a survivor of Malaria. Mr. 
Marimi w ill share his experiences of surviving ma-
laria three different times starting at age f ive. Grace 
will be blessed by his inspiring story of God’s grace. 
Please invite your friends for this special Sunday ! 
 

May 23 - DAY OF PENTECOST and 
 and Confirmation Sunday 
 Acts 2:1-21 “Focus Forward”  
 

May 30 - Senior Sunday  
 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Chris Everson preaching  


