
Order of Worship            Sunday, October 4, 2026 
 
Welcome 
 
* Call to Worship          
 

We come to worship the God who keeps promises  
Not just in comfort, but in liberation. 
When we feel hemmed in, with no way forward - 
God is already making a way. 
This is not a God who simply eases our burdens - 
This is our God who sets us free. 
We trust our God who goes ahead of us,  
So let us worship our Way-Maker - our God who promises and delivers. 
 
* Hymn  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah UMH 127 
 
Offering 
  
Offertory       
  
* Doxology        UMH 94 
  
Invitation to our Youngest Disciples 
 
Musical Welcome Where Children Belong  TFWS 2233 
 
Children’s Time  
 
Scripture   Exodus 14:5-29  
 
Message  Way Maker 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we often settle for feeling comforted when you are calling us 
toward freedom. We hold onto old patterns, old fears, and old ways of thinking even when 
you have already made a way beyond them. We doubt that liberation is possible, so we stay 
where it's familiar, even when familiar means stuck. 
 
We have not trusted you fully with the promises we're still waiting to see fulfilled. We have 
grown weary in the waiting and wondered if you had forgotten us.  
 
Forgive us. Free us from the doubt that keeps us standing still. Make a way in us, as you 
have made a way for your people throughout every generation. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 



 

Hear the good news: Even when we doubt, even when we get stuck, God is already moving 
toward us with mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

You spoke a promise over your people long ago - a promise of land, of descendants, of blessing 
for the whole earth - and you have kept it, generation after generation, even when the way 
forward was not visible to us. 
 

When your people were hemmed in with no way through, you parted the waters and made a path 
where there was none. You have never simply comforted your people in captivity — you have 
delivered us from it. Your faithfulness is not passive; it moves, it acts, it makes a way. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. In the fullness of time, you sent him to be the 
way for us when we could find no way on our own - to make a path through sin and death that we 
could not make for ourselves. 
 

On the night on which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: "Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 
 

In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, and gave it to them, saying: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood. 
 

By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly table.  



Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

And now as forgiven and reconciled children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught his disciples, 
saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power and the Glory forever. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
Our Beanpot Offering this month goes to support Family Promise of Grayson County 
 
Prayer after Communion   
 

Eternal God, at this table we have touched, we have tasted, we have heard the signs of your 
love for us. Grant that we may leave this place filled with our love for you and overflowing 
with your love for those who share our lives, working toward justice and wholeness by the 
power of your Spirit. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Discipleship 
 
* Hymn   How Firm a Foundation  UMH 529 
  
* Blessing 
 
* Response       UMH 143 
 

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings 
Bear you on the breath of dawn 
Make you to shine like the Sun 
And hold you in the palm of God’s hand 
 


